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A demographic crisis expressed by the low fertility and high mortality rates is a
characteristic feature of the Russian development in the latest decades. The demand for
policy interventions to reverse the unfavorable demographic trends calls for a better
understanding of the determinants and consequences of demographic processes and
outcomes. The latter is to be studied within family/household context since family decisions
on resource allocation across family members affect health and educational outcomes, thus
shaping life-time earning profiles of family members. Intra-family transfers of money, time
and services are likely to affect marriage and fertility decisions. Moreover, effects of targeted
welfare programs have been shown to depend on relationships across and within households,
while effects of macro policies are shaped in large by intergenerational family linkages.
Costs of welfare policies supporting children depend on how fertility and marriage decisions
respond to economic incentives, and these, in turn, are also affected by intra and inter family
transfers of various forms.

The main idea of the project is to study how family endowments, including intra-
family monetary and non-monetary transfers, affect demographic outcomes, labor market
behaviour and income position of households. The precise topics to be investigated will
depend on the preferences of students. We allow for the possibility of both a theoretical and
an empirical work.

The empirical topics could cover questions such as the role of families in altering
income distribution and wealth across generations; investment into family relations as a form
of social capital; investment in children and family transfers as a saving device; income and
educational mobility in the society; fertility decisions and role of intra-family transfers of
money, goods and services; determinants of morbidity and mortality.

Data drawn from the Russian Longitudinal Monitoring Survey (RLMS) (Rounds 5-
14) matched with GGS (Gender and Generation Study) survey data are suggested to be used
for the empirical papers.

e Intra-household distribution, role of families in altering income distribution and
wealth across generations. Do parents reinforce or compensate for differences in
endowments of health across children?

e Social capital, investment in children and intra-family transfers as a saving device.
The lack of reliable financial saving instruments is likely to have affected household
saving decisions, and the forms of saving decisions in particular. Investment into
children health and education, as well as the intra family transfers could serve a
substitute for more traditional saving instruments when financial markets are
underdeveloped.

e Financial transfers across households, transfers of time and services across
households and poverty.



e Income and educational mobility in the society. Intergenerational correlations of
schooling attainment is 0.3-0.4 in a number of countries, and even higher is the
intergenerational correlation of earnings. There is little evidence on how transition
has affected income and educational mobility.

o Fertility decisions, role of intra-family transfers of time and services.

e Determinants of morbidity, the role of health care systems.
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