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Robert Ennis, "A Concept of Critical 
Thinking" (1962).

Critical Thinking

…the correct assessing 

of statements.











John Dewey, How We Think (1910).

Critical Thinking

Active, persistent, and careful consideration 

of any belief or supposed form of knowledge 

in the light of the grounds that support it, and 

the further conclusions to which it tends. 



Richard Paul & Linda Elder, Critical 
Thinking: Tools for Taking Charge of Your 
Professional and Personal Life (2002). 

…the art of thinking about your thinking 

while you are thinking in order to make 

your thinking better: more clear, more 

accurate, more defensible.

Critical Thinking



• Is active & intensive

• Involves looking backwards & forwards

• Demands reflection, not just on single 
claims, but systems of thought

• Occurs when we are challenged

Critical Thinking



Elaboration
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