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Course description 
This course specializes in English for general purposes and focuses on key aspects of grammar, writing, listening, pronunciation and speaking.  A communicative approach is taken in the General English programme which allows students to immediately use the language they learn in class. The overall course duration is 84 contact academic hours throughout modules 1 – 4, September to April. Students attend classes once a week, and each session lasts 3 academic hours.

Course Learning Objectives:
· Expand vocabulary related to the following topics:
1. Personality. Individual differences and behavioural patterns;
2. Cultural stereotypes. Leaning to accept;
3. Urban/ rural life. Surviving in the urban jungle;
4. Eating habits. Why it matters what we eat;
5. Crime and punishment;
6. Characters and Body language. Verbal and Non-verbal communication;
7. Relationships;
8. Medicine and Body;
9. Media;
10. The world around us/ Environmental issues;
· Discuss various educational cases based on authentic materials related to the abovementioned vocabulary themes.
· Train basic presentation skills.
· Train functional language related to expressing opinion/ agreement/disagreement/ debates.
· Enrich a range of idioms, set expressions and collocations within the related theme topic.
· Study and employ active grammar (Tenses, Modals, Conditionals, Gerund and Infinitive).




Course requirements, grading, and attendance policies

Attendance:

Students are expected to attend all classes with the only exception of emergency or sickness. If there are any tests or oral presentations which a student has to miss due to emergency/ sickness, they are to inform their professor by email 1 day prior to the test/ oral presentation otherwise it is considered as absence and shall not be graded or made up for.
Students are to come to classes on time, those who are late are not allowed to class.

Grading:

Your grade is calculated (100-point scale) based on the table below:

	100-Point Scale
	Performance Descriptors
	5-Point Scale (Final Grade)

	(Assignments)
	
	

	> 95%
	Brilliant
	            5+

	90% - 95%
	Excellent
	            5

	86% - 89%
	Almost Excellent
	            5-

	80% - 85%
	Very Good
	            4+

	76% - 79%
	Good
	            4

	70% - 75%
	Almost Good
	            4-

	66% - 69%
	Highly Satisfactory
	            3+

	60% - 65%
	Satisfactory
	            3

	56% - 59%
	Almost Satisfactory
	            3-

	< 56%
	Fail
	            2



The final grade for the course will equal the average grade of the module grades. 

Participation:

Students are expected to actively participate in all classes which will be graded at the end of each module. Students are required to observe deadlines for all written and oral tasks, in all other cases the tasks shall be accepted but not graded.
Make-ups:

Make-ups of the final tests at the end of each module are allowed during the first two weeks of the next module only in the following circumstances:
· if a student could not take the final test for extenuating reasons and informed their professor regarding these reasons at least 1 week prior to the test;
· if a student has got a “2” for the final test.

Open door policy:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Your professor is happy to meet with you at any moment during the semester and clarify any issues regarding tests, presentations, home assignments, thus, feel free to contact me by email or make an appointment with me.
Required textbooks and materials:
1. Evans, Virginia. Use of English, For the Revised Cambridge Examination 1. Express Publishing, 1997.
1. Vince, Michael. Advanced Language Practice. Macmillan, 2003.
1. Oxenden, Clive. New English File, Advanced. Oxford.
1. Powell, Mark. Dynamic Presentations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011
1. Online media resources (ted.com, BBC, CNN, Harvard Magazine, The New Yorker, The New York Times).
Academic integrity policy
Cheating, plagiarism, and any other violations of academic ethics at NES are not tolerated.
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