New Economic School

Module 1
Academic Year 2012-13
Methodological Seminar
Professor: Sergei Guriev
E-mail: guriev@nes.ru
Office hours: by appointment
Credits and Prerequisites: the course has zero weight in the transcript, but the passing grade for the Methodological Seminar is required for passing the Research Seminar. The Methodological Seminar in Module 1 is a pre-requisite for the Methodological Seminar in Module 4 (to be taught by Professor Shlomo Weber where the grading will be based on presenting research).
Course objectives:
The course is to introduce students to the main principles of economic research including

· Main components of carrying out research in economics.

· Writing literature reviews, referee reports, research papers.

· Professional ethics, rules of citation and definition of plagiarism.
Grading: 
Pass/Fail. 

In order to pass the Methodological Seminar, the student must submit a referee report. 

Week 2: Professor assigns papers to referee.
Week 5: Students submit first drafts of reports.
Week 7: Students submit final drafts. 
Syllabus:

1. Introduction. Modern economics research: main issues and methodology.

2. Main principles and components of academic research. 
3. Writing and refereeing theoretical and empirical research papers. Structure of a research paper. Writing a referee report.

4. Academic economics: structure of the profession and career incentives. 

5. Professional ethics, rules of citation and definition of plagiarism. Working with data.

6. Working with literature sources and writing a literature review.
7. Presenting research papers.
Required reading: 
Main reading: 

· Thomson, William (2001).  A Guide for the Young Economist. MIT  Press, 2001.  

Economics methodology: 

· Krugman, Paul (1998). “Two Cheers for Formalism.” Economic Journal. 
· McCloskey, Donald (1983). “The Rhetoric of Economics.” Journal of Economic Literature. 

· McCloskey, Deirdre, and Stephen Ziliak (1996). “The Standard Error of Regressions.” Journal of Economic Literature. 

Writing: 

· McCloskey, Donald (1985). “Economical Writing.” Economic Inquiry

· Hamermesh, Daniel (2007). “How To Publish in Top Journals.” Mimeo, University of Texas at Austin.

Professional standards, ethics and plagiarism: 

· Dower, Paul (2008) “Plagiarism and Proper Citation.” Mimeo, New Economic School. 

· Enders, Walter, and Gary A. Hoover (2004). “Whose Line Is It? Plagiarism in Economics.” Journal of Economic Literature. 

· Hamermesh, Dan (2007). “Viewpoint: Replication in economics.” Canadian Journal of Economics.
· REPEC Plagiarism Page http://plagiarism.repec.org/ 
