Theatricality and Spectacle in the History of Russian Culture.
A survey of Russian cultural history from the late 17th century to the present, focused on the problems of theater and performance, their place in the system of power and in the structure of the everyday life. Alongside with the history of Russian theater, various manifestations of theatricality, from the 18th century court festivals all the way through the celebration of the three hundred years of St. Petersburg, will be studied. Readings include masterpieces of Russian drama (plays by Pushkin, Gogol, Ostrovski, Chekhov, Bulgakov), Stanislvasky’s and Meyerhold’s theater manifestos,  as well as selected bibliography on contemporary cultural, architectural and visual theory (works by R. Barthes, M. Carlson, A.Vidler, M. Fried).
