The United States from 1700 to Present
Chris Miller

This course will trace American history from the dawn of the 18th century to the present day. The 16 weeks of the semester will be divided into two parts. Most weeks will include one lecture, which will introduce students to major events and debates in US history. The course will also include class sessions devoted entirely to discussion, in which we will debate controversies in interpreting American history, and assess whether the United States’ historical experience was unique, or whether it was similar to other countries’. 
There are no prerequisites for the course. Since most students will not have previously taken a course on American history, the readings are designed to help students both to build basic factual knowledge about events, and to introduce some of the main analytical frameworks that have been used to interpret American history. 
There will be four quizzes in the course, as noted on the syllabus. The quizzes will assess students’ knowledge of material addressed in readings, lectures and class discussion. Quiz scores will make up one-third of the course grade.
At the end of the course, students will write a 3000 word paper assessing a major historiographical debate on the history of the United States, which will account for one-third of the course grade, and which will be due on June 4. In the week of May 19, students will present their preliminary conclusions to the class.
Students will also be expected to submit occasional half-page reading responses, to prepare for class debates, and to present readings, which, along with regular class participation, will account for the final one-third of the course grade. Attendance is mandatory at each class; if you need to miss a session, please let me know in advance and I’ll give you a make-up assignment.
Grading Summary: Class Participation and Attendence: 33%. Quizzes: 33%. Final Paper: 34%.
Make Ups:
Students who fail the course will have the chance to complete two make up assignments. First, they can write a new final paper on a different topic, with the same requirements as the original final paper. Second, to make up the weekly class work, they can complete a series of quizzes about course material. 
My email is: cr.miller@yale.edu

Course Schedule
Week 1: The Colonial Era and the war for independence, 1700-1820
Jan 20 – Lecture
Jan 22 – Discussion 

Readings: Gordon Wood, Empire of Liberty, ch. 1-3, 8, 9; the Declaration of Independence [http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/declare.asp]; the Constitution of the United States [http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/usconst.asp]; Madison, Federalist no. 10 [http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed10.asp]
Main question: Was the American Revolution a ‘real’ revolution?
Week 2: Making a nation: Jacksonian Democracy to the Civil War, 1820-1848
Main questions: Was Jacksonian democracy democratic? 
Jan 27 – Lecture
Jan 29 – Discussion and Debate no. 1 – “Should America renew the Bank of the United States?”
Readings: Howe, What Hath God Wrought, ch. 1, 5, 9-11, 15, 19, 20.
Week 3: Remaking a nation: the Civil War, 1848-1865 
Feb. 3 – Lecture: the Civil War
Feb. 5 – Quiz 1 and Debate no. 2 “Should the Kansas-Nebraska Act be Passed?”
Readings: McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom, ch. 1-8; Lincoln speeches: 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/abrahamlincolnhousedivided.htm http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/abrahamlincolnmissouricompromiserepeal.htm http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/gettysburgaddress.htm

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/abrahamlincolnsecondinauguraladdress.htm

NOTE: This week will have a quiz in two parts. The first will be a map quiz on US geography, and the second part will be on the structure of the US government. I’ll provide additional details during week two. 
Week 4: Forging an industrial society, 1865-1898
Feb. 10 – Lecture 
Feb. 12 – Discussion and Debate no. 3 “How should the South be reconstructed?”
Readings: Eric Foner, Reconstruction, ch. 1, 4, 5, 10; Bensel, Political Economy of American Industrialization, ch. 1, 8. 

Main questions: Why did reconstruction fail? Why did industrialization succeed?
Week 5: A new empire? American foreign relations at the dawn of the 20th century

Feb 17 – Lecture 
Feb. 19 – Quiz 2. Will cover material from weeks 1-4.

Readings: LaFeber, The New Empire, ch. 1-5, 8; Herring, From Colony to Superpower, ch. 7-9.

Main questions: Was America like European empires, or was its rise to world power unique? What explains America’s increasing willingness to use its power around the turn of the 20th century?
Week 6: The Progressive Era, 1898-1919

Feb 24 – Discussion and Debate no. 4 “Should the US keep the Philippines?”
Feb 26 – Lecture on the Progressive era 
Readings: McGerr, A Fierce Discontent, ch. 1-6; Tuttle, Race Riot, ch. 1.
Main questions: Was there a progressive movement? Was it progressive?

Week 7: America and Europe in 1919: Revolution averted?
Mar. 3 – Discussion Debate no. 5 “Should the trusts be broken up?”
Mar. 5 – Lecture on the roaring twenties 

Readings: Kennedy, Freedom from Fear, ch. 1-3
Main questions: Why was there no revolution in America? Were America’s labor movements and conservative movements different than Europe’s?
Week 8: The Roaring Twenties and the Great Crash, 1919-1932

March 10 – no class because of holiday 

March 12 – Discussion and Debate no. 6 “Should all alcohol be banned?”
Readings: Chauncey, Gay New York, introduction and ch. 4; Huggins, Harlem Renaissance, ch. 1.
Main question: Were the 20s an era of social progress? Why or why not?
Week 9: The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1932-1945
Mar. 17 – Lecture

Mar. 19 – Discussion and Debate no. 7 “Should the New Deal be passed?” Debate no. 8 “Should the US enter World War II?”
Readings: Kennedy, Freedom from Fear, ch. 5, 9, 10, 12, 14, 21, 22 
Main questions: What was the New Deal? What problem did it claim to solve? Did it succeed?
Week 10: Conservatism at home and abroad? The early postwar era, 1945-1964
Mar. 31 – Lecture

April 2 – Quiz 3. Will cover material from Weeks 1-10

Readings: Patterson, Grand Expectations, ch. 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 11-14 as necessary.
Main question: Was the postwar era a golden age?
Week 11: The Great Society and its crises: LBJ, Nixon, Civil Rights, and Vietnam, 1965-1980
April 7 – Discussion and Debate no. 9 “Should the US join Nato?”

April 9 – Lecture 
Readings: Patterson, Grand Expectations, ch. 15-16, 18-19, 21-23.

Main question: Why did the ‘New Deal Order’ collapse? What changed?
Week 12: Empire of Liberty? American foreign relations during the Cold War 

April 14 – Discussion and Debate no. 10 “Should the US have a military draft?”
April 16 – Lecture on US Foreign Policy during the Cold War  

Readings: Herring, From Colony to Superpower, ch. 14-19
Main question: Was the US an empire? If so, what kind of empire was it?
Week 13: Comparison: America and Europe in 1968: Welfare Capitalism and its Critics
April 21 – Discussion and Debate no. 11 “Should the US support the Shah of Iran?”
April 23 – Discussion: Was America’s postwar trajectory unique?
Readings: Suri, Power and Protest, ch. 5; Mike Davis, “Why the US Working Class is Different.”
Main questions: Was America’s postwar trajectory different from Western Europe’s? To what extent were its politics more conservative?
Week 14: The New Right and the Reagan Revolution, 1980-2000
April 28 – Lecture
April 30 – Discussion and Debate no. 12 “What role should the Supreme Court play?”
Readings: Patterson, Restless Giant, ch. 1-7
Main questions: Did America’s politics turn toward the right? Why?
Week 15: Fracture or diversity? America since 2000
May 12 – Lecture
May 14 – Discussion and Debate no. 13 “Should the Patriot Act be passed?”
Readings: Zelizer, The Presidency of George W. Bush, ch. 10, 11; Herring, ch. 20; George W. Bush, “Second Inaugural Address”
Main question: How will historians interpret the 2000s?
Week 16: Recap: America since 1700 
May 19 and 21 – Student presentations on final paper topics

Week 17: Wrapping up and Final Quiz

May 26 – Consultations about papers

May 28 – Quiz 4 on all course material
June 4 – Due Date for Final Papers
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