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Instructor Info:




Course Info:

Name: Ashley Squires, PhD



Number: ENGL 301
Email: asquires@nes.ru
Time/Day: 

Office:
NES (Skolkovo) 207, 



Location:

HSE (Shabolovka) 314






Office Hours: by appointment



 
Course Description:

On television, in the newspaper, and on the internet, arguments are all around us. We make arguments when we speak to our instructors, our parents, our friends. We encounter them when we read signs on the highway or consult our favorite popular culture blog. Arguments—speech acts designed to persuade—are at the core of human communication, though many of us never think about understanding how to interpret and produce them as essential skills for developing literacy and fluency.

Advanced College Writing is designed for students at an advanced level of English language study who wish to have a firmer grounding in writing before proceeding to content courses where more highly developed writing skills are required. Though continuing to build English language fluency is a goal for this course, at its heart, this is a course in argumentation grounded in both classical and modern rhetorical theory. The aim of the course is to help you develop the skills necessary to understand, break down, and critique someone else’s argument while also helping you develop a process for constructing and presenting your own ideas in a persuasive form. 
We will be using Glenn Greenwald’s No Place to Hide, an account of the revelations of Edward Snowden, both as a kind of model argument and to provide a set of shared themes for the class to research and write about. 
Required Texts:

Glenn Greenwald, No Place to Hide 

All additional readings are available on my.nes.ru.

Assessment:

Grammar Exercises – 10%

Short Essays – 30%

Research summaries (3)

Short analyses (2)


Proposals/bibliographies (3)

Major Essays (3) – 50% 
Final Presentation – 10%

The grade for each of the major essays is broken down as follows:


Rough Draft (brought to class for peer review) – 10%


First draft (submitted for feedback from the instructor) – 40%


Final draft (revised according to feedback received on the previous draft) – 50%



All final drafts are due on December 26

Attendance:  

You are counted absent if you miss more than twenty minutes of any given class period. Regular and timely attendance is essential to doing well in this class. You are allowed 5 “free” absences for the entire semester. Each subsequent absence will result in the deduction of ½ a point from your final grade. If you have an extreme setback that requires you to miss multiple weeks of class and that you can document, you should come discuss it with me as soon as humanly possible. 

Late Work:

All written assignments are due on Tuesday or Friday by 23:59 on that date. Late assignments will receive a 1-point deduction (out of 10) for each 24 hour period that the assignment is late. There are no exceptions. 
Make-up Work:

If a student receives a failing grade in the course, he/she may complete an additional writing project equivalent to the missed or failing assignment. This project must be completed during the designated make-up period and will be assessed by a three-member panel, including the course instructor.

Electronics:

Laptops, tablets, and e-readers are permitted so long as they do not become a disruption. If I suspect that an electronic device is being used inappropriately, I will ask you to turn it off and put it away. Cell phones should be turned off and kept in your bag or pocket.

Communication:

Students should check their nes.ru accounts regularly, as important information about the course (emergency cancellations, deadline changes) may be communicated in that way. Email is also the best way to reach me, though you should understand that I generally do not respond to email after 22:00 or before 9:00. If you have a question about an assignment, you should not wait until the morning it is due to ask.

Schedule (subject to change):

*Homework assignments and required readings are listed on the date they are due.

Unit I – Recognizing and Understanding Arguments

Week 1 (August 31 – September 4)
T – Course Introduction 

F – Introduction to Rhetoric and Persuasion
Week 2 (September 7 – 11)

T – The Argumentative Theory of Reason
Read: Hugo Mercier, Dan Sperber, “Why do humans reason? Arguments for an Argumentative Theory.” (This is a challenging article. Do your best.)

Listen: You Are Not So Smart—Arguing (podcast episode – distills a lot of what is in the article in a more understandable form)


F – The Limits of Persuasion



Read: Excerpt from The Righteous Mind
Grammar Review: Verbs: conditionals, modals, and gerunds
Week 3 (September 14 – 18)

T – Introduction to No Place to Hide
F – Finding and documenting arguments; creating a working bibliography

Research: Find an example of a peer-reviewed and a non-peer reviewed academic journal. Check the links provided on our my.nes.ru page if you do not know the difference.

Write: Research Summary 1 (article provided)

Week 4 (September 21 – 25)

T – Media literacy
Research: Go to the website of an English-language news source (The New York Times, BBC, Washington Post, CNN, Moscow Times), find an example of each of the following, print it out, and bring it to class:

- A breaking news report (an event that has just happened or is in progress)

- A standard news report (after an event has passed)

- An opinion editorial 

You can make one of these as the subject of Research Summary 2 if you wish.
Listen: On the Media—The Breaking News Consumer’s Handbook (podcast episode – very short)

Write: Research Summary 2



Grammar Review: Articles

F – Using the “open web” for research
Research: Find and print an article that comes from each of the following sources:



- A website owned by an educational institution




- A website owned by a government institution or bureaucracy




- A website owned by an NGO (non-governmental organization)




- A website owned by a popular (non-news) media organization  

- A blog that is not hosted on the website of a major media organization



You may use one of these as the subject of Research Summary 3

 

Write: Research Summary 3
Unit II – Analyzing Arguments

Week 5 (September 28 – October 2)


T – Logos, Ethos, and Pathos 

Grammar Review: Prepositions


F – Rhetorical strategies and rhetorical fallacies.
Write: Short Analysis 1 
Week 6 (October 5 - 9)

T – Planning and structuring an extended analysis essay.

F – Introduction, conclusion, writing good paragraphs.

Write: Short Analysis 2; proposal and bibliography for rhetorical analysis essay 
Grammar Review: Semi-colons and colons.

Week 7 (October 12 - 16)

T – No Place to Hide discussion
Write: Proposal and bibliography for rhetorical analysis essay.



Style Practice:  Direct quotations, paraphrasing, attribution
F – Peer Review.



Write: Complete rough draft of rhetorical analysis essay.
Unit III – Arguments in Literature and Popular Culture

Week 8 (October 19 – 23)

T – Unit Intro


Read: Philip K. Dick, “Minority Report”

F – Overview of cultural analysis essay


Write: First draft of rhetorical analysis essay
Week 9 (October 26 – 30)

Consultation Week – no class
Week 10 (November 2 – 6)


T – The Conversation

F – The Conversation


Write: Proposal for cultural analysis essay
Week 11 (November 9 – 13) 
T – Revising in Response to Feedback 

F – Peer Review
Write: Complete rough draft of cultural analysis essay
Unit IV – Making Arguments
Week 12 (November 16 – 20)

T – No Place to Hide discussion
Style Points: Writing clear sentences 


F – Final Essay discussion


Write: First draft of cultural analysis essay

Week 13 (November 23 – 27)


T – Stases of argument
Style Points: Passive vs. active voice.


F – Toulmin argument.


Write: Final paper proposal and bibliography.
Week 14 (November 30 – December 4)


T – Structuring your argument.



Style Points: Word choice.


F – Peer Review.



Write: Complete rough draft of final essay.
Week 15 (December 7 – 11)

T – In-class presentations

F – In-class presentations



Write: First draft of final essay
Week 16 (December 14 – 18)


T – In-class presentations

F – In-class presentations
Week 17 (December 21 – 25)


Exam Week – Final Revisions due December 31
