Visual Culture: 
Concepts, Contexts, Practices
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Instructor Info:







Name: Anna Volchankaya, MPhil






Email:  anna.volchanskaya@yandex.ru




Office:          









Office Hours: TBA
Course description:

Human experience in the XXI century is dominated by the visual culture more than ever before. Images from satellite photographs to medical 3d animation, to TV commercials and reproductions of Renaissance masterpieces on home textiles and i-Pad covers permeate everyday life. For many life itself is mediated by television, film and virtual environments of the cyberspace. Engaging with the visual culture, understanding and interpreting its phenomena is an important skill for developing visual literacy which in the recent decades has become a major field of crossdisciplinary research. 
The course is designed for students at an advanced level of English and pursues to attain several major goals. Its central aim is to explore various forms of visual culture, to analyze some of the key ideas used in its interpretation and to outline social contexts in which the forms of visual culture are produced, distributed and consumed. It traces and highlights the concepts that have become central to the engagement with visual culture and points at the ongoing debate surrounding their use. Although the first part of the course dedicates sufficient attention to the sphere of the so called ‘high art’ the programme on the whole emphasizes the role of the broader range of images in line with the view that art has ceased to be the most important visual expression of cultural identity. 
The other essential facet of the course is the emphasis on building English language fluency in terms of both written and oral discourse. The course methodology relies on promoting class discussions, presentations and writing activities. The key transferrable skill that is at the centre of the course is the ability to understand, analyze and critique the ideas of others with the aim of constructing and presenting your own argument in an academically rigorous and persuasive way. 
Texts:
Nicholas Mirzoeff Ed., Visual Culture Reader, Routedge 1998
Chris Jenks Ed., Visual Culture, Routledge 2003

Assessment:
Presentations  - 30%
Participation in class discussions – 10%

Essay 1 – 10% 

Essay 2 – 20%

Final Project 30%

Attendance:  

You are counted absent if you miss more than 25 minutes of any class. Regular attendance is essential to completing the course with good results. You are allowed to be absent 3 times throughout the semester. Each subsequent absence will deduce 1 point from the final grade. If due to personal circumstances you miss multiple classes you will need to document your absence and contact both the instructor and the administration.  

Late Work:

Written assignments must be uploaded by the deadline which will be posted on my.nes well in advance. Late work will be accepted after the deadline at a penalty of 1 point per day. Failure to give the presentation will result in the deduction of the weight of the presentation grade from the overall grade, unless you can document your inability to participate in a particular class. You will also need to contact the instructor in advance concerning any issues that prevent you from participating in class or submitting your written assignments on due dates. 
Make-up Work:

If a student receives a failing grade in the course, he/she may complete an additional writing project equivalent to the missed or failing assignment. This project must be completed during the designated make-up period and will be assessed by a three-member panel, including the course instructor.

Electronics:

Laptops, tablets, and e-readers are permitted so long as they do not become a disruption. If I suspect that an electronic device is being used inappropriately, I will ask you to turn it off and put it away. Cell phones should be turned off and kept in your bag or pocket.

Communication:

Students should check their nes.ru accounts regularly in order to follow any important course updates. Students can also contact the instructor by e-mail if they have any questions. 
Course schedule

PART 1

Week I 

Class 1.  What is visual culture: the centrality of the eye in Western culture (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. What is art? High art versus low art and craft (Lecture and discussion).

Week II

Class 1. Value of art. Art as knowledge and expression of emotions. Creativity (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2.  Beauty (Mini lecture)

Student presentations and class discussion.

Week III
Class 1. Analysis of form, symbol and sign. Interpretation of the visual (Lecture and discussion).
Class 2.  Fiction and narrative. Pictorial representation. Metaphor. (Mini lecture)
Student presentation and class discussion. 

Week IV

Class 1. I [don’t] like it:  Art criticism and Taste (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Perception of art (Mini lecture)
Student presentation and class discussion. 

PART 2

Week V

Class 1. Modern visual culture studies: history, theory and practice (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentations and class discussion.

Week VI 

Class 1. Mechanisms of meaning (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week VII 

Class 1. Visual rhetoric (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion

Week VIII  

Class 1. The Visual and Ideology (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion. 

Week IX

Class 1. Author, his death and resurrection(Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week X

Class 1. Design in modern culture (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week XI

Class 1. Body in the visual culture: fashion, style, identity and meaning (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week XII
Class 1. Visual practices in the age of industry (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week XIII 
Class 1. Virtuality and Virtual spaces (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week XIV

Class 1. Visual practices in technoscientific culture (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and class discussion.

Week XV

Class 1. Mass media and global visual culture (Lecture and discussion).

Class 2. Student presentation and final class discussion.

Week XVI

Exam week.  Individual consultations on the final project and grades. 
