Essential English 101A

Fall Semester 2014
Class Date:
Location: TBD

Instructor: Anna Volchanskaya
Course Description and Goals 
Description
Essential English is a course designed to reinforce basic English skills in all areas – reading, writing, speaking, listening and grammar. Classes will consist of a variety of activities following the general subjects and main points of the units covered in the textbook. This will include listening, watching, reading, writing, speaking, grammar and translation activities. An emphasis will be placed on developing students’ basic communicative competence in addition to exposing the students to the fundamentals of clear writing. Supplemental material and possible additional grammar points and vocabulary may be presented. 

Objectives
· Increase students' vocabulary in everyday and academic spheres
· Strengthen students' functional grammar competence
· Help students become more confident speakers and listeners by participating in role-plays and other types of communicative language exercises
· Improve students’ writing of short pieces (short essays, emails)
Course Outline 
Please note: 

The outline below is tentative and may be revised to better meet student and instructor needs. Readings and assignments may be added or updated to enhance students’ understanding, and due dates may be changed to adjust to the pace of students’ learning.
	Class #
	Topic/Activity
	Format
	Readings/Listening
	Assignments

	Week 1

Sept. 1
	First Meetings. Introductions

Travel

Grammar: Present Simple (the verb to be) 
Demonstrative pronouns (this/that, these/those)
Possessives (my/mine, your/yours)
Making requests (can/could…?)
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work
	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 1 
	TBD

	Week 2

Sept. 8

	Daily Routines
Grammar: Present Simple Tense (positive and negative statements, questions, spelling and pronunciation of –s/-es)
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work
	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 2
	TBD

	Week 3

Sept. 15
	Describing Characters

Talking About Family

Special Occasions
Grammar: Frequency Adverbs
Have/has got

Prepositions of time and place (at, in, on)
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work
	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 3
	 TBD

	Week 4

Sept. 22
	Review Previous Units

	
	Review Previous Units

	

	Week 5

Sept. 29/Oct
	Describing Places

Shopping

Grammar: There is/are vs. It is/They are

Modal verb: can for possibility

Prepositions of place (in, on, under, above, in front of, behind, between, next to)

Commas
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work
	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 4
	TBD

	Week 6
Oct. 6


	Food and Drinks

Going to Restaurants
Grammar: Countable/uncountable nouns (using a/an, some/any, much/many)
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work
	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 5
	TBD


	Week 7

Oct.13
	Favourite Things
Talking about the past
Grammar: Past Simple Tense (negative and positive statements, questions, spelling and pronunciation of –d/-ed, irregular verbs)
Because and So for cause and effect
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work
	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 6
	TBD


	Week 8

Oct. 20
	Review Previous Units

MIDTERM
	
	Review Previous Units

MIDTERM
	

	Oct. 27-31
Consultation week 
	NO CLASS
	NO CLASS
	NO CLASS
	TBD

	Week 9
Nov. - 3,4 

No class

Nov. 5, 6, 7
	Describing Holidays

Giving Directions

Grammar:

Comparatives and Superlatives
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit  7

	TBD

	Week 10
Nov. 9
	Describing Current Activities
Grammar: Present Progressive vs. Present Simple
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 8
	TBD


	Week 11

Nov. 17
	Transportation
Making excuses/apologizing

Dealing with problems

Grammar: Articles (a/an, the, zero article)
Modal verbs: can, have to 
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 9
	TBD

	Week 12

Nov. 24
	Review Previous Units
 
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	Review Previous Units

	TBD

	Week 13
Dec.1
	Describing Future Plans

Making Predictions

Grammar: Future Tenses (will vs. going to)
Modal verbs: will, might, would
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 10


	TBD


	Week 14

Dec.8
	Health

Giving Advice

Asking for Help

Grammar: Adverbs of Manner

Modal verbs: should
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit  11
	TBD

	Week 15

Dec.15
	Describing Experiences

Talking On the Phone

Grammar: Present Perfect Tense vs. Past Simple Tense
	Short Lecture

Individual work

Pair/Group work


	SPEAK OUT Elementary Unit 12
	

	Dec 22 - 31
	REVIEW

FINAL TESTS

	
	REVIEW

FINAL TESTS
	


Course Load and Homework Responsibilities and Expectations
Students will be responsible for weekly writing, reading and/or other assignments. In-class debate and discussion depends on students’ level  of preparation.  It is extremely important that you prepare your discussion and/or vocabulary points before you come to class. Students will be responsible for all new vocabulary introduced in class and included in the articles. Lateness will not be accepted. 
Test Dates
Midterm:  (To Be Determined)

Final: (To Be Determined)
Evaluation Percentages
Participation 25%


Assignments 40% 
Midterm 15%
    
Final test 20% 

Participation: Because one of the course objectives is to improve students’ oral fluency skills, class participation is extremely important, and for this reason is 25 % of the final grade. This includes attendance, participation in class pair work, group work, presentations and contributions to the class. Absences due to sickness must be documented.  MORE THAN 6 ABSENCES WILL RESULT IN AUTOMATIC FAILURE. 
Assignments: This grade will be based on the quality and effort displayed in the weekly assignments. Students will have to read and prepare for discussions, learn new vocabulary and review grammar points.  This section includes quiz grades.

Midterm and Finals: The midterm will consist of a vocabulary and grammar that is covered in the course. The final will also include an essay. 
Make Up Final: Students who fail the course have the opportunity to take a make-up final. This final will be comprehensive and will include all types of writing that was included in the course including vocabulary form the readings.

Recommended texts: Supplementary reading, listening and watching material will be determined by the instructor and will be relevant and timely articles/podcasts taken from authentic sources. 

Supplementary grammar textbooks (available at the library): Grammar Dimensions 1 (Victoria Badalamenti, Cengage Learning), Understanding and Using English Grammar (Betty Azar, Pearson Longman) 
Policies
· Coming to class on time and prepared will be absolutely essential if you expect to make any progress in the course. 
· If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get the missing assignment from your peers. Make sure to exchange contact information. 
· Late homework will be accepted only under extenuating circumstances and only when one contacts the instructor before the due date.
· Students may be required to attend consultations at the NES Writing and Communication Center for extra language practice and to work on certain competences which cannot be fully addressed within the scope of this course
Required texts
SPEAK OUT Elementary (Frances Eales, Steve Oakes. Pearson Longman)
- Students’ Book with ActiveBook, DVD and MySpeakOutLab
- Students’ Workbook with Audio CD (without key) 
